Diffuse edema suggestive of cytokine release syndrome in a metastatic lung carcinoma patient treated with pembrolizumab.
Immune checkpoint inhibitors (ICIs) are actually being indicated more commonly in the management of chemoresistant cancer patients in view of their favorable toxicity profile in comparison to cytotoxic chemotherapy. In this paper, we report, to our knowledge, the first case suggestive of cytokine release syndrome secondary to pembrolizumab in a patient with metastatic lung squamous cell carcinoma. In view of the quick approvals of ICI and the absence of sufficient knowledge of the corresponding toxicity profile, the occurrence of any clinical or biological sign or symptom in patients receiving ICI requires further investigation.